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Introduction 

Strange Times -

The proceedings of our 2019-20 financial year came to an abrupt end in the middle of
March, making redundant all the forecasting and expectations for the year’s last quarter.
Already, by the time of our last concert by the lively Balagan Café Band on March 13th, we
knew that the St Endellion Easter Festival was having to be cancelled, and this was followed
by the cancellation of our entire Summer Season programme and, subsequently, the St
Endellion Summer Festival and the 2020 North Cornwall Book Festival.

The picture in the first three quarters of the year was very positive. The 2019 Summer
Season had ended with a wonderful double bill from the Dante Festival. Our Autumn
Season was launched with another visit by the Endelienta Ensemble – young musicians
making music of real excellence. The season was our most eclectic so far, with Cornish
Storytelling (our first ever performance in Delabole), inspired jazz singing, contemporary
classical music, urban gypsy music, and a classical string quartet. That same season had 
featured the reopening of the St
Endellion Hall, now 50% larger
after its major refurbishment; a
very successful Book festival; art
exhibitions; reflective days; the 4th
Endelienta Residency; a residential
weekend writing workshop; and the
ongoing ‘Take Part’ programme.

The Spring Season continued in
similar exciting vein but began to
be overshadowed by the Covid-19
pandemic and the approaching
lockdown. We had submitted a
major funding application to A sell out performance of Gabrielle Ducomble (also pictured on the

cover) at St Endellion Church
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Arts Council England (ACE). Sadly, two weeks before we were due to hear the outcome of
this application, ACE had to close down this funding stream. We were successful in applying
for emergency funding from ACE, and Cornwall Council has continued to support us
financially, but the disruption to the contracts of our existing staff led Peter Ursem, our
Business Development Manager for the past 6 years, to decide to leave Endelienta to
pursue his other wide-ranging creative interests. Peter has given a huge amount to the
organisation; his ideas and energy have played a central part in the development of
Endelienta into a mature arts and spirituality presence in North Cornwall. We wish him well
for his future.

So where now? As this report is written, the future for live indoor performance is very
unclear. Endelienta will do all that it can to provide whatever live performance it can over the
coming months, until it can see the way forward to re-establishing a full arts and spirituality
programme. We hope that small scale performance with socially distanced audience will be
possible in the church and outdoors on the new terrace behind the Hall, which looks out
over a lawn which, with social distancing can contain a small audience, in normal times a
much larger audience of potentially 300. Despite the disruption to our funding streams, the
Board has approved the recruitment of an artistic director / general manager from January
2021. We retain our central assets of a church with unique spirituality and acoustics, a
stunning new hall which offers lots of new possibilities for performance and participation,
and the Festival Trust’s 25 beds of onsite residential accommodation. The Book Festival
committee is fully staffed and in excellent heart for 2021, we have more than 60 volunteers
on our lists, and the high-quality services of Plum Grosvenor-Stevenson, our marketing
coordinator and Katy Luxton our ‘Take Part’ outreach coordinator. As an organisation, we
are learning all the time; we feel ready to cope with the challenges that 2020-21 will bring as
we set about reviving live performance in North Cornwall.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported Endelienta over the past year.  
 
Ian Sandbrook,  
Chairman
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Endelienta was born out of the classical St Endellion international festivals and we still strive
to maintain a high quality classical music programme. Due to the effects of the lockdown in
March we only saw 6 classical concerts on the St Endellion stage this year but all had
something special about them. Highlights from this include professional Cornish ensemble
Kevos, who delighted audiences with a programme comprising works by Judith Weir,
Helena Tulve and Barbara White as well as a new piece from Benjamin Graves,
commissioned by the company. We also hosted the premiere of new Cornish chamber
orchestra Cornwall Camerata, who performed four of Bach’s Brandenburg concertos and
welcomed the wonderful Dante Quartet for one of their final performances as a group. 

To further solidify St Endellion as a venue promoting exciting young talent alongside high
quality events, this year 50% of all concerts in our classical programme placed young
people centre stage. This included welcoming some of the finest talents on the specialist
music programme at Wells Cathedral School and also saw the return of the Endelienta
Ensemble; a group of young professional singers from across the UK united by a love for St
Endellion. This year they performed Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony, Beethoven’s 3rd Piano
Concerto and a rare performance of Nino Rota’s Concerto for Strings.

Concerts Programme

Classical -

"Fantastic event - beautiful

music, warm welcome,

stunning venue" –

Cornwall Camerata audience

member

Cornish classical orchestra Kevos 
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We had a range of concerts this year from across a variety of genres. Particular highlights
included the wonderful jazz stylings of Gabrielle Ducomble wowing audiences with her
Parisian jazz and tango arrangements; award winning folk duo Ninebarrow visited us from
Dorset to perform songs from their new album and South West favourites the People’s
String Foundation returned to treat St Endellion to their unique blend of gypsy and world
music.

We also welcomed local group Melange, who are comprised of the founders of the Cornwall
Folk Festival which further strengthened our links with other professional arts organisations
in the region.

What we’ve learned

Across the year we have maintained highly positive feedback from audiences about the high
quality of our classical concerts events, with 100% of survey responses rating concerts as
good or very good (the highest two options in our surveys). This is an exceptional
achievement and something we must strive to maintain in all future programmes.

World, Folk and Jazz -
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Local group, Melange Endelienta Ensemble performing at St Endellion Church



Responses to our surveys (both individual event and annual) tell us that the audiences for
our concerts across all genres are generally over 50 years of age. Whilst this is in part a
reflection of the makeup of North Cornwall, it is important, and part of our mission, to ensure
our activities are accessible and appeal to diverse audiences. We must look at how to break
down this barrier to access and potentially widen the range of our output to attract more
diverse audiences. 

This year saw Endelienta take its first event to Delabole, The Winding World by Bagas
Degol and Ann-Marie Murphy. This was a highly successful, sell-out performance. Part of
purpose of this was to reach new audiences and fulfil our scope as an organisation for the
people of North Cornwall. We found that 50% of the surveyed audience had never before
attended an Endelienta event and responded with comments such as  “It was just an
amazing performance. I loved every moment of it. Also thrilled that Endelienta came to
Delabole” and “Delighted you came to Delabole”. In the future it may be that expanding our
sphere of work outside of St Endellion will see an increase in the diversity of our audience
and create an even stronger audience base for the organisation.

"We felt very privileged to be
part of the audience- it was a

fabulous musical experience." –
Endelienta Ensemble audience

member

Award-winning folk duo Ninebarrow
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Our Take Part projects work with people across North Cornwall to increase participation in
the arts, particularly focussing on those who would not normally be given such an
opportunity. This year we worked with Kevos conductor Patrick Bailey to facilitate a
composition project with GCSE and A-Level music students from Bodmin College. We
helped Port Isaac primary school to produce their nativity through workshops focussing on
art, dance in which they created a routine with professional dancer Morwenna Gee and
singing. 

The Endelienta Make Club continued to run as our family offering of art, creativity and fun.
Running once a month and led by Take Part Coordinator Katy Luxton these sessions are
aimed at families with primary age children. Following the national lockdown we were able
to offer a digital version of Make Club every other Saturday.

Take Part
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Make Club continued to go from
strength to strength this year with a
loyal group of families forming a core
of attendees, which was often
augmented by new comers. The mix
of activities and artists has worked
well and we have received positive
from families. The hall is a much
improved space to meet and with the
acoustic panels in place a lovely
space in which to encourage children
and families to be creative.

A selection of artwork created by participants during lockdown



This year saw the seventh edition of the North Cornwall Book Festival and it was a highly
successful weekend. Although the weather wasn’t kind, with rain unfortunately rendering
one of the marquees out of action, over 1600 tickets were sold as we welcomed a host of
literary greats to St Endellion. Highlights included Michael Morpurgo discussing his novel
Boy Giant: Son of Gulliver; Raynor Winn discussing her Sunday Times bestseller memoir
The Salt Path and David Nicholls (pictured below in conversation with Patrick Gale)
speaking on his latest novel Sweet Sorrow. 

North Cornwall Book Festival

The opening two days dedicated to working with
schools were a sell out, with 313 local children
attending workshops, talks and storytelling led by
John Boyne, Liz Kessler and others. We
continued to support local authors in our Cream
of Cornish session, in which four authors with
ties to Cornwall read from their work.

Tickets sales this year were exceptionally high
with eight of the twelve author talks and three
quarters of the workshops selling out. For the
first time the workshops included a Cornish
language session, introducing participants to the
ancient language of Cornwall.

"I love hearing new music, listening to authors
and meeting people. There's always something
to expand my mind and inspire me." -
Book Festival audience member
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What we’ve learned

This was an excellent year for the North Cornwall Book Festival and from feedback surveys
of 116 attendees we found that 77.6% of people were very satisfied with their experience at
the festival rating it nine or ten out of ten, with a further 16.4% ranking it eight out of ten.
97.5% of respondents said they would be returning. These are encouraging signs for the
future of the festival.

This year we did, however, see a lower number of teenagers than hoped attend an event
specifically aimed at them from an author who is a best seller in the young adult genre.
Whilst ticket sales were adequate for this event in the future we may have to look at
expanding our marketing techniques for this age group, which will in turn help fulfil
Endelienta’s mission.

"Fantastic. I think we are extremely lucky to have such
a wonderful friendly festival in Cornwall. Everything is
so well organised. It's a joy to be there (whatever the
weather)" - Book Festival audience member

Poet Imtiaz Dharker reading at NCBF
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We ran three visual art exhibitions across the year utilising the new hanging system in the
refurbished St Endellion hall. The exhibitions focused on Cornish Landscapes, Responses
to books in the North Cornwall Book Festival and the annual Endelienta Open Exhibition,
featuring artists from across Cornwall.

Visual Art 

Literature

Endelienta runs the North Cornwall Book Festival Book Club fortnightly, discussing the
works of authors appearing at the book festival. This continued during the lockdown and
was moved online. 

The Endelienta Poetry Group is an informal group for anyone who enjoys reading and
writing poetry. Normally meeting fortnightly, during the lockdown the group moved online
and exchanged poems via email.

Pictured right: Open exhibition competition winner 'Byway' by
Ley Roberts
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The new hall contains an improved
capacity for displaying exhibitions, which
has greatly enhanced our ability to mount
professional exhibitions. However the
increased multi-functionality of the hall has
complicated the organising of longer
exhibitions due to extra interest for hirings.
We are currently working on a new
strategy to maximise our ability to exhibit
professional and community artists' work
in the hall to help us further develop our
visual art strand.



Reflective Days 

Our reflective days offer an opportunity to explore spirituality in modern day life. They are
led by eminent thinkers and inspirational leaders and allow people to come together and
connect. This year we welcomed back Paul Fiddes, Professor of Systematic Theology at the
University of Oxford, as he discussed the poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins and his religious
influences and Jonathan Mosedale as he reflected on the role of silence in the modern
world.

Reviewing the reflective days that took place this year we believe that to improve
attendance figures we need a new and specific course of publicity and marketing as well as
more diverse programming to reach a different audience to our other strands. This may help
us further diversify Endelienta’s overall audience.

Workshops & Residencies 

This year we ran one residential workshop, Writing in the House of Dreams by Jenny
Alexander. This featured discussions on how writers can use dreams to inform their writing. 

Our fourth annual residency welcomed composer Alex Groves, visual artist Deborah
Westmancoat and poet Genevieve Carver, who stayed on site for a week in September
working to incorporate the spirit of St Endellion and North Cornwall into their practice. 

The annual residency this year facilitated a great outpouring of work, with all three artists
taking away something powerful for their future (Alex Groves’ piece Curved Form St
Endellion is available to download now on his website). It was obvious that all three worked
exceptionally well together and the creation of a strong group dynamic helped each
individual’s practice to develop. Creating this dynamic is something we already strive for
with each residency and must continue to do so into the future.
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Audience Figures
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Board, Staff and Volunteers

Endelienta is governed by a board of directors featuring representatives from the three
organisations that founded Endelienta as a charity: the St Endellion Festivals Trust, the
Diocese of Truro and the St Endellion Parochial Church Council. The board give their time
voluntarily and receive no financial remuneration for their roles. The Board Directors are: 

Ian Sandbrook (Chairman)
David Bishop (Treasurer) 
Alison Moore-Gwyn (secretary) 
Michael Maberly
Patrick Gale
Sue Foster
Roger Bush
Elizabeth Wild 
Alison Comber
Paul Jackson 

Endelienta employs two part time freelance workers to help plan and deliver the
organisational outputs. They are Outreach Project Coordinator Katy Luxton and Marketing &
PR Coordinator Plum Grosvenor-Stevenson. Development Manager Peter Ursum stepped
down in May 2020 and the board would like to thank him for his dedicated years of service
in advancing the aims and status of the organisation. 

Endelienta would not be able to function as it currently does, or successfully programme
such a wide range of events, without the help of over 60 wonderful volunteers across the
year. Our volunteers give up their free time to help the organisation at all levels and
Endelienta would like to thank them profusely for their ongoing time and support. 
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Due to the coronavirus pandemic our 2019-20 season didn’t quite go as expected. Although
we welcomed some amazing performers we shut our doors in March 2020 like the rest of
the cultural institutions in the UK and at the time of writing haven’t yet been able to reopen
them. However the future looks positive with outdoor performance having just been
reinstated and with socially distanced indoor performances soon likely, we once again look
to the future and the possibilities therein. Whilst we are unable to prepare as normal for our
2021 seasons, we are readying for the appointment of a new Artistic Director and our future
is hopeful as we plan the return of live music to St Endellion. 

At times like these it is important to remember why we do what we do and the impact music
and the arts has on people’s lives, but we must remain vigilant and keep our audiences and
communities safe. We look forward to welcoming back audiences safely before 2020 is out
and will continue to work tirelessly to provide the people of North Cornwall with enriching
and high quality experiences and concerts.

Looking to the future - a note on coronavirus
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Blackheart Orchestra at St Endellion Church Author Phillip Reeve signing books at the NCBF



Accounts
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Full details of all future events can be found on the Endelienta
websites 

www.endelienta.org.uk

www.ncornbookfest.org

To contact Endelienta regarding general enquiries please email info@endelienta.org.uk 
If your query is about programming or marketing please email plum@endelienta.org.uk or if

it is regarding community work, katy@endelienta.org.uk

Endelienta is supported by:

Endelienta is a charity registered in England and Wales (Charity Number 1145047), and a
Company Limited by Guarantee (Company Registration number 07659203). 


